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Dear Mr. Ordonez,

Attached please find comments on behalf of the PA State Alllance of YMCAs pertaining to
Proposed Rulemaking [55 PA. Code Chs. 3041 and 3042].

Thank you for the opportunity to submit these comments.

Respectfully,
David S. John, Jr.
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December 11, 2020
Tracay Campanini Michael Ordonez
Deputy Secretary Department of Human Services
Department of Human Services Office of Chlld Development and Eariy Leaming
Office of Child Development and Early Learning 333 Market Street, 6t Floor
333 Market Street, 6% Floor Harrisburg, PA 17126

Harrisburg, PA 17126
Dear Deputy Secretary Campanin! and Mr. Ordonez:

The Pennsylvania State Alllance of YMCAs Is pleased to be able to submit the following comments on the
Department of Human Services Proposed Rulemaking [55 PA. Code 3014 and 3042] Subsidized Chiid Care
published In the PA Bulletin on November 14, 2020. We thank you for this opportunity to cornment,

The State Alltance represents all YMCA assoclations across Pennsylvania, Including the more than 100 branch
and program locatlons. We serve 619,000 membars, Including 165,944 who are chlldren under the age of 18
years, Our Ys provide over $57 million annually In financlal assistance to ensure familles to have access to our
programs around Youth Development, Healthy Living and Social Responsibility, Pennsylvania’s YMCAs are the
largest provider of child care in the Commonwealth. Our 57 YMCA assoclations serve over 35,000 chiidren In
both preschool and school age child care and before and after school programs. Y programs are both high
quality and affordable and are staffed by dedicated professionals who take thelr: work serlously and treat thelr Y
children Iike thelr very own.

The State Alliance strongly supports efforts to ensure that families have full ccess to high quality, affordable
chlld care programs. These past months have further demonstrated the importance of access In order for

Subsldized chlld care Is a critical tool In praviding access to child care In the Commonweailth and the State
Alllance appreciates the lsadership of the Department of Human Services and the Office of Child Development
and Early Leaming In the efforts to align Pennsylvania’s reguiations with the provisions of the faderal Chlid Care
and Development Black Grant Act of 2014. As the largest provider of chiid care In the Commonweaith, we thank
you for proposing measures Intended to “stabilize the revenue of child care providers

We requested a number of our ¥ child care staff to review these draft regulations and to offer any comments or
suggestions. None of the feedback we recelved was negative and all reflected the beflef that these proposais
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One of our Ys offered this comment: *It's exciting to think about how much some of these proposed
(regulations) could positively Impact our Ys and (our) famllies.”

General Banefits (3042.11 to 3042.21)

We support allowing parents to make the all-important decision of determining when their child is ready to start
kindergarten and the proposed language affords them this right for an additional year while malntaining full
subsidy support.

We support the proposal to enable parents to postpone enroliment for more than 30 days when subsidy funding
for the child becomes available, but immediate care Is not required. This provision wiil prevent parents from
having to reapply for subsidy support and the child being subjected to the waiting list for services.

We support the changes to the attendance requirements to: 1) allow the provider to suspend enrollment when
the child is absent for more than S consecutive days without the loss of eligibllity for funding; and, 2) Increase
from 25 to 40 days the number of total pald absences.

The language In this section will remove barriers for parents and caretakers to ensure that thelr children are
able to recelve fully subsidized services when they are needed. The allowance for services during nontraditional
hours wlll allow more families to be served.

We do caution that parents and caretakers shou!d not be penalized if a chiid is not enrolled within 30 days
because they reside In what Is considered a “chlld care desert” or If a high quality provider Is either not
avaliable or does not have a time slot avallable sultable for the parents and caretakers, We don’t belleve
eligibllity should be jeopardized because parents and caretakers choose to exercise discretion in their cholce of
& provider,

Eligibllity Peterminasion (3042.51 to 3042,57)
We support the proposal to allow the eligibility agency to substitute a faca-to-face meeting with the parents or
caretakers with a telephone contact, if a face-to-face meeting cannot be scheduled without causing a hardship.

Additionally, we support the languaga allowing the face-to-face meeting to be walved If one has been completed
within the previous 12 months.

This language will allow alf famliles to _havé this opportunity If the need prasents Itself and we support making
such provisions uniform whenever possible.

Seif-certification and Verification (3042.61 to 3042.74)

We support the proposed language aliowing parents and caretakers to have additional options to self-certify
information and when submitting acceptable ellgibility verification,

This language further provides flexibllity for parents and caretakars without iecpardizing the ability of the
eligibility agency to determine the eligibliity of the children seeking services.
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We support the proposal to remave the reguirement that parents or caretakers pay an equivalent advance co-
payment.

This language removes another potential barrier for parents and caretakers to gain access for thelr children to
child care services,

We thank you for this opportunity to share comments on behalf of Pennsylvanla‘s YMCAs. If you have any
questions or need additional Information, please do not hesltate to contact me.

Aoz

David S. John, Jr
Vice President of Government Affairs
Pennsylvania State Alliance of YMCAs
diochn@®psays.com
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